Stepping Stone

Age: 3-11 Group size: 6

Duration: 25 mins

Preparation time: 25 mins

Resources
Ready mix cement
Gravel
water
Shells, pebbles, beads
Mark making tools
spatulas
Trowel
Bucket
6 large plastic plant
saucers
Vaseline/ cooking oll

Preparation
Gather the
pebbles,
shells, beads etc or
take the class out for a
walk to find some of their
own things.

This activity is best done
outdoors.

A concrete mix could be
used but it contains a lot
of gravel and so doesn't
lend itself to surface
decoration. A small
handful of gravel added to

the cement should be enough to make the cement strong
enough to hold weight. Alternatively use cement only and
use the stones for outdoor decoration.

Activity

The children should line the saucers with Vaseline
or oil to make the set stone easier to remove later.
Mix the cement with the gravel and add enough

water to make a stiff paste. Pour or scoop the
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mixture into the saucers. The depth should be at least
5cms to make a strong stone. Use a spatula to smooth the
top. Decorate by making marks or embedding

beads, shells etc into the wet surface.

Leave the stone to set in a dry place for at least

48 hours. Turn the saucer onto the grass, one

sharp tap should be enough to turn the stone out of the
mould.

Warning* cement and concrete contain irritants and should not come into contact with
bare skin. In the event of this happening wash it off immediately in warm, soapy water.




