
Weaving on a rectangular loom 
Age:8-11    Group size: 15  
 Duration: 60 mins  
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Preparation time will 
vary depending on 
the age/ability of the 
children. Older 
children may be 
able to make their 
own loom. As the 
looms are re-
usable the activity would 
take less preparation another 
time. 
Preparation 
Each child needs  
cardboard -  16cms 
x11cms, a long piece of 

wool for the warp threads, ruler, pencil and scissors. 
Technique 
First make the loom. Use the ruler to mark off 1cms intervals 

across the 11cms (narrower) end of the cardboard. Draw 
lines down the length of the cardboard at the 1cms 
marks. Use the scissors to cut small v shapes at the 

ends of each of the 1cms lines.  
Take the long (3.2m) wool to make the warp threads. Leave 

about 10cms of the end of the wool at the back of the 
loom and hold in place with a finger. Starting at one 
end, wind the warp�threads through the top and bottom 

notches of each line.  

Preparation time: 30-60 mins 
Resources 

·  Assorted wool cut into 50cms 
lengths 

·  Wool for the warp threads 
3m20cms 

·  Cardboard rectangles 16cms x 
11cms 

·  Scissors 
·  Rulers 
·  Pencils 
·
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At the end notch, take the end of the wool and tie it 
at the back of the loom to the length of wool left at 
the beginning.  
The loom is ready for weaving. Use the 50cms strips 

to weave. Weave on the front of the loom. Take a piece 
of wool and either begin weaving under or over the 
first warp thread, (starting from either right or left). 
Weave alternately under and over the warp threads. 

At the end of the row, weave back in the other direction 
keeping to the weaving pattern. Continue to weave. When 
there is not enough wool left to start another row, leave the 
end of the wool hanging to the side. The weaving needs a 
fairly tight tension. Use the pencil lines to avoid pulling 
too tightly. Make sure that the warp threads remain in 
line with the pencil lines. Push the lines of weaving 
(weft) closely together. When there is no more room on 
the loom, turn it over and snip the warp threads in the middle. 

Remove the loom then lay the warp threads out straight. 
Knot the ends of the  warp threads back together again. 
Take the loose ends of the weft threads and tuck 
them into the warp threads at the back. The front 

of the weaving should look tidy. 
Mount the finished weaving. 
 


