Fish mobile

Age: 4-9 Group size: class

Duration: 3x 35 mins

Golden Time

Preparation time: 40 mins

Resources
e Felt rectangles 9cms
x13cms
Card strips 1cms x 10cms
Felt scraps
Small shapes
Embroidery cotton
Needles
Scissors
Pens
Fish templates
Glue sticks
Garden wire cut into lengths
50cms, 40 cms,30cms,
20cms and 15¢cms
e Wool or string for hanging
e Glue gun

« Wobbly eyes (available from
Bakerross or tts)

Preparation
This activity is
suitable for a
mixed age ‘
class where the
younger children glue shapes
onto their fish to decorate
them and the older children
sew patterns with simple
embroidery stitches. If you
are working with only one
age group you can choose
whether you want them to
glue or sew.

Draw a fish template to fit a
9cms x 13cms felt rectangle.
Make enough templates for
one per child. Each fish is
sandwiched together with a
strip of card to give it a rigid

shape. The mobile illustrated has 3 fish, 2 of which have patterns
glued on and one is stitched. Decide how many fish you want
each child to make and provide enough felt rectangles. Each fish
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is made of 2 pieces of felt stuck together. Each mobile needs one
of each length of wire.

Activity

Draw around the fish template onto coloured felt twice.
Use scraps of felt to decorate both fish in the same way,

making sure to decorate the correct side so that the plain
sides of the fish are inwards when stuck together. Glue

the card strip from the mouth to the tail then glue the other
side of the fish on top.
Sewing decoration — the fish illustrated was decorated with
chain stitch and cross stitch. Take a length of embroidery cotton,
thread it and halve it tying the ends together, this prevents the
thread from falling off the needle. Children could also sew running
stitch to make stripes. Cross stitch; bring the needle up through
the wrong side of the felt and make a diagonal running stitch,
come up again a little way from the bottom of the first stitch and
make a running stitch that goes across the first diagonally. Take
the needle a little bit away and come up in a new place to make
another cross stitch.
Chain stitch; bring the needle up from the wrong side, then push
the needle back through next to it and out a little way ahead
— this determines the size of the chain stitch.
Pull the loop of thread over and in front of the
—~ needle and draw the needle through it. As the
thread tightens the loop is caught on the fabric. Take the :
needle through the felt in exactly the same way as for the first
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stitch. Remember to make the new stitch just in front of the last
stitch.

Glue the decorated fish together using a card
strip in the middle. Stick eyes on all the fish.

Take 3 lengths of wire 30cms, 20cms and
15cms. Use the glue gun to glue the end of the wire in between
the 2 layers of each fish. Take the 40cms length of wire and bend
it into a circle, twisting the ends together. Hang the fish on the
circle by twisting the ends of the wire around it. Take the 50cms
length of wire and divide it roughly into thirds lying underneath
and across the diameter of the circle. Wrap each side once
around the circle then bring the 2 ends up together to a point from
which the mobile can be hung. The mobile illustrated had
seaweed added in the form of wool finger knitted with the 2 finger
technique. Wool 2 metres long will make seaweed of around
30cms in length. Instructions are available on the art and craft
page of the golden-time website.

Fish template
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