
Finger weaving 
Age: 8-11  Group size: class project   
 Duration: 1 hour 30 mins approx  
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Preparation 
There are 2 ways to 
prepare this activity. If you 
plan to do this with the 
whole class, giving each 
child an opportunity to 
weave, then it is better to 
make a loom. However, 
children could do this 
individually using 1 twig 
with a blob of plasticine at 

each end to stop the warp threads from slipping off.  
To make the loom, cut 4 twigs that are 30cms long. 
Make the frame by laying 2 twigs horizontally on 

top of 2 twigs that are laid vertically, to 
make a square. Use pieces of garden wire 
to lash the corners together. A crisscross pattern 
across both twigs will make a secure join but if the 

Preparation time: 40 mins 
Resources 
·  Wool for warp threads 

30cms long 
·  Wool for weft threads 

1metre long 
·  Twigs 
·  Garden wire 
·  Strong cutters 
·  Ruler 
·  Plastic fork 
·  Card in2 colours 

(optional) 
·  Scissors 
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frame is going to be moved around a lot you might want to 
use a glue gun as well.  
Now attach the warp threads, again there are 2 
choices. Either use wool in 2 different colours or 
attach coloured cards to the end of each warp 
thread. The 2 different colours should be 
alternately tied to the top of the loom. The frame 
should take 18 warp threads with about 1cms between 
each.  
The loom is now ready for weaving. 
Activity 
Take one colour of warp threads and lift them up and 
completely out of the way, over the top of the loom. Take 
the end of the weft thread and place it on top of 

the remaining warp threads, with a good 
overlap at the end for tying in later. Put the 
other warp threads back down. Next, pick 
up the other colour of warp threads; put 

them out of the way over the top of the frame. 
Bend the weft thread next to the last warp thread and lay it 
back over the warp threads below the first line of weaving. 
(It is important to turn the weft thread very close to the last 
warp thread when you are at the end of a row, or you will 
end up with big ugly loops at the edge of the weaving.) Put 
the other warp threads down again. Continue to weave in 
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this way, moving alternating warp threads and laying the 
weft thread down. When you get to the end of a piece of 
wool, leave an overlap at the side of the loom so that it 
can be tied in later. 
You may want to try a different weaving 
pattern, by lifting pairs of warp threads.  
Every few rows hold down the ends of the 
warp threads and use a fork to stroke the 
weft threads upwards so that you have a tight weave. 
When the loom is full or you decide the weaving is large 
enough, cut the loose ends of the warp threads. Tie each 
warp thread to the one beside it. Use the fork to comb the 
weft threads down from the top. Next, cut the warp threads 

off the loom and again tie them to each other. 
Take the ends of the weft threads and either 
weave them in at the back of the fabric or tie 
them to each other as for the warp threads. 
Cut off any long ends.  

 

 

 


