
Potato Printing 
Age: 3-6    Group size: 10  
 Duration: 10 mins  
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Preparation 

Cut the tops 
off the tops 
of the 
potatoes so 
that the widest 
surface available is cut and 
that there is enough 
remaining potato to act as a 
handle. Cut simple shapes 
onto the surface of the 

potato, then slice away the outside to leave the shape. 
With more fiddly shapes, the knife can be slid under the 

raised potato, as long as it does not slice too far and 
make the printing surface unstable. 
Roll the paint across the trays to create a thin 
layer, or have paintbrushes so the children just 

paint the surface of the potato. To keep the area tidy, 
assign different potatoes to colours.  E.g you can print a 
yellow triangle or a red square. 
Activity 
Children dip the potato into the paint then press 
the potato onto the paper. 
 

Preparation time: 20 mins 
Resources 
·   Firm potatoes 
·  Sharp knife 
·  Paint trays 
·  Paint 
·  Paint brushes (optional) 

or rollers 
·  paper 
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