
Torn Paper Pictures 
Age: 5+   Group size:  25 
 Duration:  40 mins  
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Put a box of different coloured papers cut roughly into 8cm squares 
and smaller on each table plus an assortment of shapes eg jar lids, 
cotton reels, plastic maths shapes and any thick card or wooden 
templates that may be part of your standard equipment. Prepare 

some simple pictures yourself to inspire the children. 
Demonstrate the technique of placing a shape firmly onto a 

piece of coloured paper and then carefully tearing the paper 
to get a ragged outline of the shape. In the picture a ruler 
was used to make the snake. 

 Show how paper shapes can then be overlapped or overlaid to 
create, animals, cars, houses etc. They may like to experiment with 
scrap paper and different shapes first. 

Preparation time:  15 mins 

Resources 

·  Roughly A4 size coloured paper in a 
range of colours 

·  A3 or A4 size paper enough for 2 each 
·  Wooden shapes 
·  Flat basic shapes 
·  Glue 
·  Finished pictures to inspire 
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When making a picture, carefully place the paper shapes onto the 
background before gluing so that the picture can be altered. In the 
example here the snake could easily be glued onto the branch and 
then different patterns applied for the skin.  
If studying the work of known artists, Rousseau’s tiger in the jungle 
series would be a good theme for older children to attempt to 

recreate. 


