
Thaumatrope 
Age:7-11    Group size: 24  
 Duration: 20 mins  
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Background 
Thaumatropes were popular toys 
during the reign of Queen Victoria. 
Toys such as this were the 
forerunners of modern day 
cinema. The idea is based on the 
theory of “persistence of vision”- 
the eye retains an image for a 
fraction of a second after the 
image has disappeared. The 
thaumatrope was a disc shape 
with a picture on each side. A 
popular image would be a bird on 

one side and a cage on the other or a tree on one side and the leaves on 
the other. By attaching string to the sides of the disc and twirling it between 
the fingers so that it rotates at speed, the 2 images superimpose over each 
other to create one picture. Therefore, the tree appears to have leaves and 
the bird is seen inside the cage. 
Activity 
The end result will be much more effective if the 
children draw their pictures on 2 paper circles and 
then stick them onto the card disc. 
Decide what images you want – an empty box and a 
pile of treasure, a vase and some flowers, an ice-
cream cone and an ice-cream, a bird and a cage, an 
empty plate and a meal etc. In other words choose 2 

Preparation time: 15 mins 
Resources 

·  card 
·  Circle templates or jar lids 
·  Paper circles the same 

size as the card template 
·  Large needle 
·  Pens 
·  String – cut into lengths of 

30cms approx 
 



Thaumatrope 
Age:7-11    Group size: 24  
 Duration: 20 mins  
�

�

���������	
����
����������������������
��
��� �

images which could go together so that when they are 
twirled the eye will see them as one picture. 
Use the circle template and cut out a card disc. Take the 2 
paper circles and draw the 2 pictures. If 
something is to go on top or inside something 
else, positioning will be important. Put a mark 
at the bottom of both pictures. When sticking 
them down, line up the marks. Stick them onto the disc but 
turn the second one upside down.  
Use the needle to put a hole through the sides, thread a 
piece of string through each side and knot to make loops. 
Twirl the loops between the fingers and thumbs of each 
hand to twirl the thaumatrope. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


