Story Cube

Age:7-11 Group size: 20

Duration: 60 mins+

Preparation time: 40 mins

Resources

Card templates 13cms
x10cms and 12cms square
Backing paper, same sizes as
above

Paper for publishing — 9cms
x1l2cms

Paper for the hinges 4cms
X2cms

Blu tack

Glue

Scissors

Glue gun (just in case)
Pens

Pencils

Modelling material —
plasticine, old boxes etc

on old fashioned doors.

The pages of the book fold
to form the sides of the cube, the
base holds a 3d model and the top
Is used for the title. The sides are
joined together but the base and top
are separate. The story can be
stuck to both the outside and inside,
making 8 pages in all. This activity
can take as long as you like from
planning the layout and designing
the model, to writing and publishing,
then making the model. For a castle
effect leave out the top and cut the
sides to make a castle shape.
Shape the hinges to look like those

The cubes doesn’t have to contain a straightforward retelling of the story.
Write a review of the book with a page for different aspects — eg my
favourite character, the most exciting part etc. It could be an information
story cube, or an advert for a favourite book,or a collection of favourite

rhymes or poems.

Turn it into a competition, who can produce the best story cube? Or make a
story cube for younger children to enjoy.
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For a quicker activity use coloured card and write straight onto it, using
plasticine for the model.

Preparation

Each child needs 6 pieces of card. The sides

measure 13cms tall by 10cms wide, the top and

base are 12cms squares. The backing paper

should be the same size as the cards — 8 pieces

13cms x10cms and 4 pieces x 12 cms square. 8 hinges
are needed. They will also need materials to make their 3d
model.

Activity

First assemble the card for the pages.

Choose backing paper. If the story takes place in a

forest it might be green, if it is in a castle, draw block

shapes for the stones. Sandwich each card between 2
pieces of the paper.

Lay the sides in a row, making sure they
are all level at the base. Leave a narrow
gap between each side and fix

the hinges across 2 pieces of
card, one hinge at the top and the other near the
bottom. On the last piece of card fix 2 more
hinges. These will be used to close the story
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cube.
Leave the pages to one side so that the glue can dry.
The rest of the cube can be assembled in any order.
Design a picture for the lid to be the title. The book blurb
could be stuck on the underneath part of the lid. Think of
an interesting way to decorate the pages. In the example
shown the pages were rubbed over a wooden surface with
a gold pencil. Trees were drawn at the edge with aquarelle
pencils and then carefully washed with a damp brush to
give a watercolour effect.
In the model shown, the house was made out of an egg
box. Cut an egg section for the roof, make a circle out of a
strip of card for the walls. Stick them together and paint
them. The witch is made out of another section of the egg
box. Her head is a rolled up piece of tissue. The trees are
twigs, glued on with a glue gun and the base
has been dabbed with green and heather
stuck on. Glue the model firmly onto the
base. Fold the sides around the base and
secure the last hinges with blu tack. Pop
the lid on top.




