
Quilling minibeasts 
Age: 7-9  Group size: 10   
 Duration: approx. 15mins per minibeast  
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Preparation 
Younger pupils will find it 
easier to use wider strips. 
The basic technique of rolling 

a coil is used for most of the minibeasts apart from the dragonfly’s 
legs. The minibeasts are not anatomically accurate, but missing 
legs etc. can be drawn on or extra coils inserted. Before you 
make the models it might be wise to prepare the background 
that they are to be mounted on. For a group picture you will 

need paper at least A3 size. Paint sky and grass on the 
paper. Dab on clouds, trees or bushes while the paint is still 
wet. When dry paint on grass stalks and flowers. 

 
Dragonfly 
You will need: 5 strips of blue paper, 2 strips of grey or 
lilac and one of black. 

Fold the grey strips in half and cut.  

Preparation time: 30 mins 
Resources 

·  Thin strips coloured paper 
approx. 5mm-1cms wide and 
30cms long 

·  Scissors 
·  Rulers 
·  Glue sticks 
·  PVA glue 
·  Background paper for a picture 
·  Paints & brushes 
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Glue the end of one cut strip make a small loop. Wind the 
next bit around the first loop making it slightly larger; glue the 

end of the loop to the bottom of the first one. Continue to wind 
around making slightly larger loops each time until you get to 

the end of a complete loop and there is not enough left to 
make another. Glue the end in place. Make 3 more wings in 
exactly the same way. 
Cut 3 blue strips in half and roll 4 smaller strips into 4 coils. Start 
the coils by using the thumb and forefinger to pull the end of the 
strip, it will begin to curl naturally and is easier to start. 
Alternatively you may wind the strip around the thin end of a fine 
paintbrush. Make tight coils by gluing the end in place as soon as 
the coil is finished. Make the last 2 coils slightly bigger by allowing 
the coil to spring apart a little before gluing the end down. Take a 
whole strip and make a tight coil for the head. Cut 4 x2cms 
lengths of black. Lightly roll the 2 ends of each. Glue one around 
the head coil and the other around one of the looser body coils. 
 

Butterfly 
You will need: 1 black strip cut in half and 2 strips of 2 
other colours, also cut in half. For the antennae you will 
need a 2cms strip of black. Make 2 tight coils for the body, 

squash them into ovals and then glue each one. Curl both 
ends of the 2cms strip, bend it in half and glue it to the end of one 
of the black ovals. Cut one of the other strips in half and make 2 
loose coils. Pinch the ends to make them into teardrop shapes. 
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Cut the other strip in half and then in half again. Make 2 smaller 
loose coils for the second set of wings. 
Earthworm 
Use about 8 whole strips and wrap them into tight coils 
then squash and glue together. 

 
Bee 
You will need: 1 strip of black,1 strip of yellow, 2 strips of 
white, 1cms length of black. 
Make a tight black coil for the head and a looser one for the 

body. Make 2 large loose coils and 2 tighter coils for the wings. 
Squeeze the ends of the wings into a point. Glue a small and 
large coil together to make a pair of wings. Glue one pair to each 
side of the body. Glue the head on. 

 
Snail 
You will need 2 and a half strips of black and green/brown, 
one strip of grey, 1cms of grey. 

Start the shell by making a tight coil from half a strip of black. 
Glue the end of a half strip of green to the end of the black and 
continue to coil. Repeat with a further 4 half strips of both colours. 
For the outer layers, you will need one whole strip of each. Make 
a very loose coil from the grey. Squash it and bend it slightly 
upwards at one end. Glue the shell to the bend in the body. Fold 
the short strip and glue onto the head to make eye stalks. 

 
Spider 
You will need one strip of black plus 2x1.5cms and 2x3cms 
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lengths for legs.  
Make a loose black coil. Squeeze it into an oval. Glue the 3cms 
strips to either side of the oval, then bend the 2 smaller strips in 
half and glue them to the middle of the long strips. 

 
Ladybird 
You will need 2 strips of black, 2 strips of red and 3x3cms 
strips of black. 

Make 2 tight black coils from half strips. Wrap half a strip of red 
around each of them. Glue the 2 sets of coils together. 

Wrap a whole red strip around the pair. Squash one 
end flat so that the head can be struck on. Make a 
tight black coil from a whole strip and squash one end. Glue a 
3cms strip of black to the flat side of the head. This is the first 

pair of legs. Glue the second strip around the flat part of the 
body and the third around the end of the body. Glue the head to 
the body. Bend the legs to shape.  
 

Wasp 
You will need 2 strips of black and 2 of yellow, 1 strip of 
white. 
Use a whole black strip to make a tight coil. Squash the coil. 

Repeat with a yellow strip. Cut the remaining black and yellow 
strips in half and make smaller coils. Point the end of one of the 
small yellow coils. Glue the big black coil followed by the large 
yellow then the others in order and finishing with the pointed 
yellow one. Cut the white strip in half and make 2 loose coils. 
Point one end of each and stick to the sides of the wasp body. 


