
Origami Boxes 
Age: 9-11    
Group size:  15-20 per adult 
 Duration:  45-60 mins 
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The thicker the paper 
you use the stronger the box, 

but the harder it can be to 
fold. A light form of cartridge paper gives a good result. 

 
1. Give each child a piece of paper and 

decorate it on both sides. As some of the 
paper will be hidden when folded it is best 
to produce a simple repeating pattern. 

Allow a time limit for decorating – about 30 mins. 
Then make a box with the children, checking that they 
are all following correctly. The folding technique is 
easy but it is important to press down hard on the 
folds so that the box is a good strong 
shape. 

2. Fold the paper into quarters 
lengthways and then again width ways so 
that the paper is divided into 16ths. 

Preparation time: 5 mins 

Resources 

·  Plain white paper A4 
size 

·  Colouring materials 
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3. Hold the paper so that the longest edge is 
nearest you and fold the top quarter down to 
the halfway line and do the same with the 

bottom quarter. 
 

4. Fold in the 4 corners so that they line up 
with the quarter fold lines forming triangles. 

5.At the bottom of the top triangle there is 
a strip. Fold this back along the base of the 
triangle. Do the same for the strip in the lower 

half. 

6. Now turn the paper so that the shortest edge is 
facing you. Put your fingers under the flaps in 
the centre and pull out gently to form the box. 
Straighten the sides by pinching the corners. 
Other ideas 

·  Add a handle to make a basket 
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·  Use coloured paper to make the box. Cut out pictures 
and stick onto the assembled box. 


