
Origami Swan 
Age:8-11    Group size: 20   
 Duration: 15 mins   
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Preparation 
Each child needs a square 
of paper, if they get the 
idea quickly there could be 

smaller squares available to make a family of swans. 
It is probably better to do this as a whole group a step at a 
time. Press hard to make each fold or the finished model 
will fall apart. Any kind of paper can be used but thin shiny 
paper such as the type used for magazine pages will fall 
easily and may need the addition of a blob of glue. 
Origami is an ancient Japanese art form. “Ori” means fold 
and “gami” means paper. 
For older children, display the diagrams which are on the 
last page and see if they can make the swan without any 
help! 
Activity 
1. Place the paper on the table in front of you with a corner 
nearest you so that the square looks like a diamond. 
2. Take the left hand corner and fold it across the middle 
to the right hand corner. 

Preparation time: 10 mins 
Resources 

·   Paper 21cms square 
·  Orange and black felt pens 
·  Blue paper and white paint 

(optional) 
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3.Unfold the paper 
4.Take the left hand corner and make a fold to the 
centre line. Repeat with the right hand corner. 
5. Keep the paper folded and turn it over. 

6. Make the same folds on the back – from the 
corners to the centre fold. 
7. Take the bottom point (this will be the 
neck and head). Fold it back to the top 
point. 

8. Now take the tip of the beak and fold it 
forward about 3cms to make the head. 

9. Pull the head and neck forward so they stand up. 
10.Take the 2 triangles on either side of the 
centre fold and fold them backward to make the 
wings. 

 
Give the centre fold a quick crease to make the back 
of the bird.  
 
 
 
Use the pens to draw on a beak and eyes. To display the 
swan, place it on a piece of blue paper and use white paint 
to make the ripples as it swims through the water. 

 



Origami Swan 
Age:8-11    Group size: 20   
 Duration: 15 mins   
�

�

���������	
����
����������������������
��
��������� �
�������������� �

Origami Swan 
1. 
 
 
 
2.   
 
 
 
3. Unfold 
 
4.  
 
 
 
 
5. Turn over 
 
6. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Origami Swan 
Age:8-11    Group size: 20   
 Duration: 15 mins   
�

�

���������	
����
����������������������
��
��������� �
�������������� �

7.��
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�

8. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
9. 
 
 
 
 
 

10.�  
 


