
Paper fan 
Age: 5-7   Group size:  20  
 Duration:  20 mins  
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Preparation 
Each child needs one 
piece of paper and a ruler. 

The width and edge of the ruler is used to make the folds. 
Activity 
Place the paper on the table with the longest edge facing 
the child (landscape). Use the pattern edge scissors to 

make a decorative top edge. Then use the pens to 
make large colourful patterns on the paper. The 
bottom of the fan will not be seen so the patterns 

can stop about 2cms from the bottom edge. 
Take the ruler and place it on the left hand edge of the 
paper. Make sure the edge of the ruler is in line with 
the edge of the paper. Hold the ruler steady with one hand 
and use the other hand to make a crisp upward fold, 
pushing the paper over the ruler. Take the ruler away and 

Preparation time: 5 mins 
Resources 

·  A4 paper – thin 
·  Felt tip pens 
·  Sellotape 
·  Pattern edge scissors 
·  Ordinary scissors 
·  ruler 
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use the first fold to make the other folds. Turn the 
paper over to the patterned side, take the folded edge 
and make another fold, creasing it in line with the 

second edge of the first fold. Turn the paper over 
and do the same thing again until the paper is 

full of pleated folds.  

Pinch the 2 bottom ends of the fan together. Fold them 
to one side and secure with tape. Close the fan 
and use the scissors to make little v shaped 

cuts, making sure not to go all the way across. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 


