Den Building
Age 4 — 7 Group size: up to 30

Duration: an hour

Preparation time: 25 mins

Resources

- Large cardboard boxes
- Clothes pegs
- Large pieces of material

- Play food, dishes etc

- Chairs
. tables This versatile activity is

better outdoors but will

work perfectly well indoors
too. Ensure group sizes are no larger than 4 or 5 and
scatter sets of resources around the play area to prevent
crowding and grabbing. Stimulate ideas by suggesting
building a space ship or a sailing ship. Utilise climbing
frames, turn desks upside down, to give them another
dimension. Add dressing up clothes. Use chalks or ropes
on the ground to define areas —eg shark infested waters.
Where are the children to sleep in their den? What will
keep them warm?

. Supervision is essential at all times. Adults can help
develop imaginative language by joining in with role-
play as well as helping to secure fabric above head
height.




