
Clay Tiles 
Age: 5-7   Group size:  25 
 Duration: 40 mins  
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Note – airdrying clay is 
usually impregnated with very 
fine fibres which give it 
strength when dry. It is best 
to tear lumps off rather than 
cutting through the block with 
a knife. If you use a knife the 
fibres tend to pull out of the 

clay and the resulting creations will be brittle.  
After a session with airdrying clay, tables and boards should be 
washed down rather than swept. Sweeping clay dust will release 
particles into the air which may trigger asthma. 
Preparation 
 A fist sized lump of clay, board and rolling 
pin for each child and a set of mark making 
tools per table. 
Technique 
Demonstrate how to flatten the lump of clay 

Preparation time:  30 mins 

Resources 

·  Clay 
·  Mark making equipment 

eg coins, keys, screws, 
pencils 

·  Rolling pins 
·  Work boards 
·  Clay cutters or plastic 

blunt picnic style knives  
·  Card tile template 
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by banging it several times on the board then rolling it out 
to about 2 cms. thick. If the clay is picked up and rotated 
after each roll it will not stick to the board. Continual rolling 
and pressing down will result in the tile sticking to the table 
and being ruined. 
Use a piece of equipment such as a maths cube to check 
the thickness of the clay. Place the tile template onto the 
slab of clay and use a knife to cut it out. Experiment with 
mark making equipment to make a pattern on the tile. 
Young children often press too hard so that the tile sticks 
to the table or the equipment makes a hole in it. If this 
happens give them some water to sprinkle onto the clay to 
stop it drying and becoming unworkable and start again. 
 Put the finished tile onto a piece of paper and put a name 
label on it. Then leave it to dry for several days. If using air 

drying clay it can be painted and 
varnished with diluted pva.  
 
 

 


