Clay letter rack
Age:8-11 Group size: 15
Duration: 30 mins and 15 mins

Preparation time: 25 mins

Resources
Fist sized balls of air drying
clay
Small pots of water
- Clay boards
- Newspaper
- Craft knives
Rolling pins
- Rectangle templates — 13 x Note — airdrying clay is usually

5cms and 13 x6 cms impregnated with very fine fibres
which give it strength when dry. It
Is best to tear lumps off rather than
cutting through the block with a
knife. If you use a knife the fibres tend to pull out of the clay and the
resulting creations will be brittle.
After a session with airdrying clay, tables and boards should be washed down
rather than swept. Sweeping clay dust will release patrticles into the air which
may trigger asthma.

Preparation

Cover tables in newspaper. Provide each child with a lump of
clay a board, a blunt knife and a rolling pin. Each group
needs a small pot of water and some templates.




Clay letter rack

Age:8-11 Group size: 15
Duration: 30 mins and 15 mins

Technique

Divide the clay into 3 pieces, one for the base and the other
2 for the sides. Roll each piece into a thick rectangle (no less
than a half cm thick).

The base should measure 13cms x 5cms and the

sides 13cms x 6cms.

Use the knife to score along the edge of
the base. This helps the clay to bind. To make
the sides, find the middle of the long side of each slab,

make a mark and score a rounded edge. Use the
knife to cut out when ready.

Dampen the opposite edge of the side and stick

to the scored edge of the base. Repeat for the
other side. Seal the join as well as possible using a

damp finger. Leave to dry over a weekend in a
warm place (radiator or window sill).

Session 2

Coat the dry letter rack in
white paint. The paint will soak
into the clay and dry very
quickly. Decorate.




