
Round Gift Box 
Age: 9-11   Group size: 8  
 Duration: 30 mins  
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Preparation 
Prepare an area for marbling. 
The tray should be big 
enough to take a piece of A4 
paper. Each child will need 
one circle template of each 
size, a ruler, a pencil and 2 
pieces of paper. They will 
need to cut 2 circles, one for 

the base and one for the lid and 2 strips both 25cms long, one 
4cms wide and the other 2cms wide, for the sides. Alternatively 
use any 2 circles, one slightly larger than the other and measure 
their circumferences. 
 
Activity 
Marble the cartridge paper. Being, absorbent it should dry almost 
immediately and can be cut up to assemble the box. Put about 
2cms depth of water into the tray. Drop about 4 drops of ink onto 
the surface of the water and blow to disperse them –we don’t 
want any blobs. Carefully place the paper onto the surface of the 
water. To avoid trapping air, put the paper in from one end and 

Preparation time: 25 mins 
Resources 

·   Red marbling ink 
·  Shallow tray 
·  Water 
·  Cartridge paper 
·  Scissors 
·  Rulers 
·  Pva glue 
·  Pencils 
·  Pegs 
·  Circle templates 7.5cms  and 

8cms in diameter 
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then feed the rest in. Immediately remove the paper, drip and blot 
onto newspaper, pressing down hard. Repeat with the second 
piece, adding more ink to the tray and blowing it around as 
before. 
Constructing the Box 
Draw around the smaller circle on the wrong side of the 
paper. Leave space around it because it needs look like a cog so 
that the side can be fixed later. Draw lots of small rectangular 

shapes around the outside following the rim of 
the circle. Cut out.  
No one is going to see the underneath so turn 
it over with the marbled side up. 

Make the side. Cut a strip of paper 25cms long and 
4 cms wide. Fold the little spokes over the circle then 
straighten out and glue them on the outside. Glue the side onto 
them, this is fiddly. Hold one end of the strip and use the other 
hand to press it against the spokes. Put a dab of glue at 
the end of the strip and press them together. Hold the 
ends in place with a peg. Then make sure all the spokes 
are sticking and that there are no gaps. 
Make the lid in exactly the same way, but the rim of the 
lid is narrower at 2 cms wide. 


