
Flower in a Pot 
Age:8-11    Group size: 8  
 Duration: 30 mins 
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This picture is made using  
a very simple paper 
sculpting technique 
giving a striking 3d 
effect. 
Preparation 
Each child will need 
background paper, 
11 strips of yellow 
for the petals, 1 small yellow 
square for the centre, an orange 
rectangle for the pot, 3 strips of 
long green paper and 2 strips of 
short green paper for the leaves 
and stalk. They will also need a 
glue stick. 
 
Activity 
Prepare the background paper 
first.  
Marbled background  
Place about 2cms of water in the 

bottom of a shallow plastic tray. Shake on 2 or 3 drops of the chosen 
colours and blow across the surface to break up the blobs. When the 
ink forms a swirly pattern across the surface, carefully place the 
cartridge paper onto the surface of the water, making sure there are 
no air pockets. Take the paper out, let drips fall back into the tray and 
blot dry. 
 
Petals 
Dab a little glue on the end of a strip of yellow and loop it over so that 
the other end meets the glue and sticks it together. Repeat this 11 

Preparation time: 20 mins 
Resources 

·  Marbling ink, cartridge paper, tray, 
water (optional) 

·  Other background paper if not 
marbling 11cms x 20cms 

·  Strips of yellow paper 0.5cms wide 
and 8 cms long 

·  1cms square yellow paper 
·  Strips of green paper 10cms long x 

0.5cms 
·  Strips of green paper 4 cms long x 

0.5cms 
·  Orange paper rectangles 6cms x 

7cms 
·  Glue sticks 
·  Pva glue 
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times. Glue the closed ends of the petals to each other, bending them 
around into a circular shape. 
When they are all stuck together fix the small yellow circle in the 
middle, hiding the joins. 
 
 
 
 
 
Leaves and Stalk 
Make a loop using a long strip of green, take a short strip and glue it in 
between the ends of the loop. Squeeze the close end to give the leaf a 
pointy shape and arrange the short strip to look like the vein of the 
leaf. 
Make another leaf exactly the same way. Dab glue at the 
closed end of each leaf and stick them to either side of the 
wide side of another long green strip, which is the stalk. 
Pot 
With the narrower side of the orange rectangle facing you, fold 
1cms strips at either side to give a 3d effect. A pen can be used to add 
a little detail. 
 
Assembling the picture 
The 3d effect is achieved because the paper is resting on the edges. 
To stick it down, coat the backing paper in pva. Place the flower head 
at the top of the backing paper and gently press onto the glue. Take 
the stalk and place it so that it sits under the yellow circle, again press 
lightly on the stalk and the 2 leaves. Finally place the folded edges of 
the pot near the end of the stalk and covering the bottom of it. Leave it 
to dry. 
 


