
Egg cup for mum 
Age: 3-6    Group size:  5-15 
 Duration: 10 mins and 10 mins  
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Note – airdrying clay is usually 
impregnated with very fine fibres which give it strength when dry. It is best 
to tear lumps off rather than cutting through the block with a knife. If you 
use a knife the fibres tend to pull out of the clay and the resulting creations 
will be brittle.  
After a session with airdrying clay, tables and boards should be washed 
down rather than swept. Sweeping clay dust will release particles into the 
air which may trigger asthma. 
 
Preparation 
Cover tables with newspaper. Each child needs 
an egg sized lump of clay and a board. Each 
group needs a small pot of water. 

Technique 
Roll the clay into a ball. Press the thumb into the 
middle of it. 

Preparation time: 15 mins 
Resources 

·  �Small lump of air drying 
clay 

·  Newspapers 
·  Modelling boards 
·  Small pots of water 
·  egg 
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Press the thumb against the clay to make a round hole. 
There should be plenty of clay to make quite a thick egg 
cup. Use the egg as a guide to see whether the 
cup is the right size. Put the egg cup down on 
the table and push down to get a flat, stable 
base. Wet a finger and smooth the inside and 
outside. 
Leave to dry in a warm place over the 

weekend. 
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Session 2 
When dry, coat the egg 
cup in white paint. The 
paint will soak in and dry 
almost immediately. 

Decorate. 
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Preparation time: 15 mins 
Resources 

·  �Paint�

·  Range of brushes�


