
Chicken Gift Box – 2 sessions 
Age:8-11    Group size: 15  
 Duration: 25 mins + 15 mins  
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This hollow clay chick would make a 
good present if filled with little eggs and 
tied with a ribbon.  
Note – airdrying clay is usually 

impregnated with very fine fibres which give it strength when dry. It is best to tear lumps off 
rather than cutting through the block with a knife. If you use a knife the fibres tend to pull out 
of the clay and the resulting creations will be brittle. After a session with airdrying clay, 
tables and boards should be washed down rather than swept. Sweeping clay dust will 
release particles into the air which may trigger asthma. 

Preparation 
Each child will need a small fist size lump of clay. Each group 
will need a selection of craft tools and small pots of water. 
 
Technique 
Divide the lump of clay in half. Roll each lump between the 

palms to make balls.  
When you have a smooth, round ball, push one thumb 
into the top of it and press down. As the hole 

gets larger use the other thumb as well, pressing 
down and outwards towards the edge until you have 
a pot shape. The sides should be fairly thick (about half 

Preparation time: 10 mins 
Resources 
·  �Air drying clay 
·  Craft tools 
·  Sharp knife (adult use) 
·  Small pots of water 
·  Stiff orange card 
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a centimetre). Repeat with the other ball. Score the edges of 
each pot, dampen and press together.  

Carefully shape the hollow ball into an ovoid 
shape with a flat base. Seal the join with damp 
fingers and tools. 
The chick needs to be cut in 2 near the 
top, a sharp knife is best for this. 

Smooth the edges of both the lid and the egg 
box. Check that the top fits on, squash or 
squeeze the clay if it has lost a bit of shape. 
Make impressions in the clay to decorate and leave to dry 
out for several days in a warm place. 

 
When dried out, paint the chick, cut a diamond 
shape out of stiff card and glue on, paint or stick 
on 2 eyes. 
 

 
 

 

 

 


